
As part of an extensive food sovereignty 
assessment, surveys were mailed to all 560 
households on the Meskwaki Settlement, asking 
questions related to different aspects of the 
food system; 10% of surveys were returned.  In 
response to questions on “Food and Agriculture 
Business”, 30 % of respondents said they would 
like to receive training in farming or farm 
entrepreneurship and 30% were unsure.  

The four main barriers to farming identified 
were: 

lack of access to farmland 
farming equipment
farming costs and expenses 
not enough farming knowledge
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How did it start?
Moving past barriers
The Grower’s Cooperative creates 
opportunities for beginning farmers 
and gardener’s within the Meskwaki 
community to access land and gain 
skills needed to successfully operate a 
market garden, including:

Providing infrastructure
Technical Assistance
Access to Market
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Looking to the future
Steps the Grower’s Cooperative 
will take to ensure the success of 
the farm include:

Provide seeds and transplants 
to community
Provide hands-on workshops
Develop a farmer’s market on 
settlement

•

•
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The Grower’s Cooperative will also fulfill 
other goals of the community, including:

Developing culturally acceptable prac-
tices of production, harvesting, process-
ing and distribution of food assets in 
order to best provide healthy options 
for tribal families
Emphasizing family health and recircula-
tion of money within the community
Developing opportunities and infrastruc-
ture for entrepreneurs at the same time 
a Tribal Farm business is serving as a 
model and support for new growers.
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